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2 Christmas Confidence 

1
st
 Weekend after Christmas 

 

Welcome in the name of 

Jesus Christ our Savior! 
Thank you for joining our church family for worship this morning. 

Immanuel is a Bible based Christian congregation and so our worship 

reflects deep devotion to God and to His Holy Word. We especially 

welcome any guests or visitors and invite you to sign our guest book 

in the entryway of the church and invite you to join us again. 

 

THE ORDER OF SERVICE is printed in this bulletin and will be projected on 

the screen in the front of the sanctuary. 

RESTROOMS are located at the bottom of the stairs to the right when you 

exit the narthex into the school building.  

AMPLIFYING HEADSETS are available in the Deacons room. Please see 

any usher if you would like assistance. 

THE MOTHER’S ROOM is next to the bookshelf and stained glass window 

in the corner of the entryway and is meant only for women and children. 

Fathers may use the bathroom in the upstairs school hallway. Kid’s bulletins 

and quiet bags can also be found in the entryway. 

QUESTIONS? Please contact the Deacon on duty or any 

of the ushers. They would love to assist you! 

WHAT DO WE BELIEVE? Scan this QR code to learn 

more about what we believe at ImmanuelMankato.org 

 

 

 

https://www.immanuelmankato.org/
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Worship Supplement Setting Two 

The Invocation 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.  Matthew 28:19 

Congregation (C): ♪ Amen.  

Opening Hymn WS 707 “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” 

Confession and Absolution of Sins  
P: We have come into the presence of God, who created us 

to love and serve Him as His dear children. But we have 

disobeyed Him and deserve only His wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to Him 

and plead for His mercy.  

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from 

birth. In countless ways I have sinned against You and 

do not deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in 

Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according 

to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and 

take away my guilt. Psalm 51:2,5 

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By 

the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, He has removed your guilt forever. You are His 

own dear child. May God give you strength to live 

according to His will. 1 John 3:1 

C: ♪ Amen! 

1
st
 Weekend after  

 Christmas 
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The Kyrie      O Lord 

♪ Lord, have mercy on us. 

Christ, have mercy on us. 

Lord, have mercy on us. Mark 10:47 

Gloria in Excelsis      Glory in the Highest 

♪ Glory to God, we give You thanks and praise; 

Of heav’nly joy and peace on earth we sing. 

We worship You, to You our hearts we raise, 

LORD God, almighty Father, heav’nly King. 

♪ Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, 

You bore for us the load of this world’s sin. 

O Lamb of God, Your glorious vict’ry won, 

Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within. 

♪ Alone, O Christ, You only are the LORD, 

At God’s right hand in majesty most high: 

Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored, 

With all the heav’nly host we glorify. Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Let us pray… Almighty and eternal God, direct us to act 

in ways that reflect the light of Your grace, so that in 

Jesus' name we might do Your will; through Him who is 

Your very Son, our Lord, who lives and rules with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C: ♪ Amen. 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 63:7-16 

I will mention the lovingkindnesses of the LORD And the 

praises of the LORD, According to all that the LORD has 

bestowed on us, And the great goodness toward the house 

of Israel, Which He has bestowed on them according to His 

mercies, According to the multitude of His 

lovingkindnesses. 8 For He said, "Surely they are My 

people, Children who will not lie." So He became their 

Savior. 9 In all their affliction He was afflicted, And the 
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Angel of His Presence saved them; In His love and in His 

pity He redeemed them; And He bore them and carried 

them All the days of old. 10 But they rebelled and grieved 

His Holy Spirit; So He turned Himself against them as an 

enemy, And He fought against them. 11 Then he 

remembered the days of old, Moses and his people, saying: 

"Where is He who brought them up out of the sea With the 

shepherd of His flock? Where is He who put His Holy 

Spirit within them, 12 Who led them by the right hand of 

Moses, With His glorious arm, Dividing the water before 

them To make for Himself an everlasting name, 13 Who 

led them through the deep, As a horse in the wilderness, 

That they might not stumble?" 14 As a beast goes down into 

the valley, And the Spirit of the LORD causes him to rest, 

So You lead Your people, To make Yourself a glorious 

name. 15 Look down from heaven, And see from Your 

habitation, holy and glorious. Where are Your zeal and 

Your strength, The yearning of Your heart and Your 

mercies toward me? Are they restrained? 16 Doubtless You 

are our Father, Though Abraham was ignorant of us, And 

Israel does not acknowledge us. You, O LORD, are our 

Father; Our Redeemer from Everlasting is Your name. 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 71 selected verses 

P: O God, You have taught me from my youth; 

C: And to this day I declare Your wondrous works. 

P: Now also when I am old and grayheaded, O God, do not 

forsake me, 

C: Until I declare Your strength to this generation, Your 

power to everyone who is to come. 

P: Also Your righteousness, O God, is very high, 

C: You who have done great things; O God, who is like 

You? 

P: My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing to You, 

C: And my soul, which You have redeemed. 
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Gospel Reading Luke 2:25-32 

And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 

Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the 

Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 

And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 

27 So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when the 

parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him 

according to the custom of the law, 28 he took Him up in 

his arms and blessed God and said: 29 "Lord, now You are 

letting Your servant depart in peace, According to Your 

word; 30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation 31 Which 

You have prepared before the face of all peoples, 32 A light 

to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your 

people Israel." 

P: Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.  

C: ♪ Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

These words are written that we may believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Luke 11:28; John 20:31 

Confession of Faith Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven 

and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the 

Father almighty. From there He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 

resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day TLH 136 “Angels from the Realms of Glory” 

Sermon 2 Corinthians 5:1-9 

For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we 

have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal 

in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be 

clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 3 if indeed, 

having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For we who 

are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be 

unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed 

up by life. 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is 

God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we are 

always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body 

we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 

8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the 

body and to be present with the Lord. 9 Therefore we make it 

our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 

Christmas Confidence 

1. The Hope of Heaven 

2. The Guarantee of the Spirit 

3. The Eyes of Faith 

Preaching today: Pastor Joe Naumann 

Offertory 

C: ♪  Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

and renew a right spirit within me.  

Cast me not away from Your presence.  

Take not Your Holy Spirit from me.  

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation.  

 Uphold with Your Spirit free.  Psalm 51:10-12 

Sermon Hymn WS 713 “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord Are We” 
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Offering of Thankful Hearts 

Offering Hymn  WS 788 

C: ♪ LORD, You love the cheerful giver 

Who with open heart and hand 

Blesses freely, as a river 

That refreshes all the land. 

Grant us, then, the grace of giving 

With a spirit large and true 

That our life and all our living 

We may consecrate to You. 

The General Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; 

Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation; 

But deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Matthew 6:9-13 

Benediction 

P: The LORD bless you and keep you.  

The LORD make His face shine upon you and be 

gracious to you. 

The LORD lift up His countenance upon you and give 

you peace. Numbers 6:24-26 

C: ♪ Amen! Amen! Amen! 

Closing Hymn TLH 90:1-2,6-8 “Come, Your Hearts and Voices”  

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia Publishing 

House License #000013595, OneLicense.net #A-710933, or CCLI License #21483102. All Rights 

reserved. Used by permission. Unless otherwise indicated, Scriptures quoted are from the New King 

James Version® of the Holy Bible, ©1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 
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LAST WEEK 

 
Saturday Worship 12/20: 58   Sunday Worship 12/21: 197 

     Sunday Bible Class: 58 

     Sunday School: 33 

Location Active Time  Day of the week Type # Souls 

Latitude Bible Study Yes 10:00 AM Every Tuesday Study 15 

Laurel's Edge Yes 10:00 AM Every Wednesday Study 7 

Water’s Edge Yes 11:00 AM Every Thursday Study 8 

Pathstone Yes 10:00 AM 1st, 3rd Friday Worship 13 

Number of souls finding comfort in God's Word this week: 43 

Thank you to our volunteer laymen who we've called to continue to help lead these services!  

 

THIS WEEK 
Sat Dec 27    6:00p  Divine Worship Service  

Sun Dec 28 9:00a Radio Sermon: KTOE 1420AM or 102.7FM 

  10:00a Divine Worship Service  

   Live Stream – CLICK HERE  

   Food Shelf Sunday 

  1:00p Outdoor Adventure Day- Sledding 

  6:00p Sunday Night Basketball  

Mon Dec 29  Gym Floor Refinishing (M-Friday) 

Tues Dec 30     

Wed Dec 31 6:00p New Year’s Eve Worship with Communion 

Thur  Jan 1  10:00a New Year’s Day Worship Song Service  

Fri  Jan 2  6:30a Men’s Breakfast & Bible Study  

Sat Jan 3  6:00p Divine Worship Service with Communion 

  7:00p Adult Bible Class  

Sun Jan 4  9:00a Adult Bible Class / Sunday School  

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH  CHURCH OF THE LUTHERAN CONFESSION 

(DEC 20-21  REPORTED)     $535   CLC General Budget (CBP) 

Budgetary   $2,025 CLC MDF (Missions) 

$20,946.08 Current Expenses $504    CLC Kinship 

 

Non-Budgetary        

$3,600  ILS Student Aid     

$2,890   Land Purchase    

$15  ILS Foundation    

$80   Benevolent    

$50   ILS Music Program 

$225   Advent/ Christmas Offering 

      

      

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorials: 

In Memory of Olive Lecker 

$ 100 CLC Kinship 

 

 

Scan this QR 

code to 

contribute via 

CashApp 

 

https://www.youtube.com/@immanuelev.lutheranchurchm388/streams
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  9:00a Radio Sermon: KTOE 1420AM or 102.7FM   

  10:00a Divine Worship Service with Communion 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
New Year’s Eve Communion Service- December 31st 6:00pm 

New Year’s Day Song Service- January 1st 10am  
Special Voters Meeting- 7pm January 12th  
Annual Voters Meeting- 7pm January 19th 

Whitewater Trip- January 23-25th  

 

IMMANUEL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
NEW YEAR’S SERVICES – As we come to the close and beginning of a new 

year, we will have more opportunities to gather around God’s word and 

Sacrament, and to join our voices in prayer, praise and thanksgiving with like-

minded believers. On Wednesday evening (6:00pm) we will reflect on another 

year of God’s grace and mercy and consider our great need of His forgiveness, 

wisdom and direction as we prepare to enter a new year. We will also be 

celebrating the Lord’s Supper as we close out the year with our evening 

worship service. On Thursday morning (10:00am) we will hold a special New 

Year’s Day service with readings and hymn requests from members of the 

congregation. If you have a hymn that you would like to sing, this is an 

opportunity to request it and sing it. Join us for these special services this week. 

Thanks be God for His enduring grace! 
 

IMMANUEL FAMILY DEVOTIONS 2026  The Board of Elders wants to 

continue supporting family devotions among our church family in the coming 

year. They have purchased and prepared two resources for 2026. The first is a 

Children’s Bible for families with children ages 3-10. If you have a child in your 

family in that age range, you can pick this book up in the church office. They 

have also made a bulk purchase of a family devotion book and are making 

these available to Immanuel families. The devotion book is titled “To Live with 

Christ” by Bo Giertz and is intended for confirmation age and up. The elders 

would like every Immanuel family to take a devotion book and participate in 

this Bible study journey in the coming year. These devotion books have been 

moved to the church office and can be picked up there. Since the devotion 

book follows the church year, and not a calendar year, a reading schedule has 

been put inside the front cover. Please pick up these resources and join us in 

our study of God’s word in the coming year with confidence that the LORD will 

bless our study of His truth!  
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THANK YOU FROM YOUR PASTORS  Thank you to all those who have 

supported and encouraged your pastors during this Christmas season and 

throughout the year. Your cards, gifts, thoughts and prayers, and support in 

many ways are greatly appreciated and treasured. It is a joy to be serving our 

Lord among and beside you! May the Lord continue to strengthen and sustain 

us to carry out the work that He has given us here at Immanuel! 

SPECIAL VOTERS MEETING Special Voter's Meeting on January 12th at 

7pm. Agenda items are: 1. Membership Matters; 2. Motion to approve entering 

into the purchase agreement for the Johnson Property (Council recommends); 

3. Motion to authorize the ERC to handle the due diligence evaluation and 

contingency terms of the Johnson purchase agreement. If the terms are 

satisfied, the President and the Secretary of the Congregation are authorized to 

sign the final paperwork and close on the purchase (Council recommends).  

WHITEWATER WEEKEND!  Date: January 23-25, 2026 (Friday-Sunday) 

Age: High School through 2nd year of college. Cost: $75 per camper. Please 
make checks out to: Immanuel Youth Group. Please give the fee to our school 
secretary, Mrs. Harris. Or send check to:  ILS Secretary, 421 N 2nd St. Mankato 
MN 56001. You can find the Online Registration form (required to attend) here: 
https://forms.gle/5dgaDRyymS4UynMHA  Please submit your registration form 
by Friday, January 16th. Payment is DUE before departure. We hope you can 
attend this spiritual edifying trip where we can grow together in Christ! 

ANNUAL REPORTS Please get your Annual Report submissions into our 

church secretary no later than January 14th. 

TEACHER CALLS - Last year the voters of Immanuel issued several one year 

teaching calls to fill the needs of our school. A one year call was issued to Michael 

Wheaton, moving him from the First and Second grade classroom to the school's 

Assistant Principal role along with teaching PE, Health and First and Second grade 

Math. A one year call was extended to Debra Mayhew to fill the First and Second 

grade classroom. These calls will all be expiring at the end of this year and will 

need to be reissued. The Board of Education will be proposing a phased plan to 

the voters at the Annual meeting. At that meeting they will be recommending 

adjusting the call of Michael Wheaton by mutual agreement to continue in the 

Assistant Principal role, and to teach PE, Health, and First and Second grade 

Math. If the voters agree and extend this call to Mr. Wheaton, the Board would 

then recommend calling Debra Mayhew to fill the First and Second grade 

Classroom along with K-2, 6-8 Art. The Board will also be requesting authority 

from the voters to issue part-time calls once the full-time calls are filled. Voting 

members can nominate others for any of these calls. If you have been prayerfully 

https://forms.gle/5dgaDRyymS4UynMHA
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led to nominate someone, please inform BOE Chairman William Roettger and 

Pastor Mayhew prior to the meeting on January 19th so that they can include 

the name and biography on the call list. Nominations will also be accepted from 

the floor.  

FROM THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

ATHLETICS ONLINE FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN Over the years, the 

Immanuel Lutheran School athletics program has been blessed with many 
fundraising opportunities.  From Vikings training camp to hosting the Christian 
Athletic League tournament, we have been blessed with opportunities for 
volunteerism and funding to support ILS athletics.  Over the years, those 
opportunities have dried up, and expenses have continued to increase.  We 
have strived to keep costs down for our athletes and have been frugal with 
expenditures to stretch our limited resources. Still, we have reached a financial 
position in which we have had to increase student fees quite dramatically and 
may have to continue to do so to keep offering athletics at Immanuel Lutheran 
School.  We want to continue to offer athletics and keep them affordable for all 
students.  This is why we are asking for your help.  This year, we are bringing 
fundraising into the online era through a website called Zeffy.  By either 
donating yourself or sharing this opportunity with friends or family who might 
be interested in donating to this cause, you can help us maintain our programs 
and keep them affordable for our students. We have set an ambitious goal of 
$25,500 this year to gauge the support of our wider community and rebuild the 
reserves we once had when we operated the CAL tournament.   

Your gift will fuel: 

• Equipment upgrades 

• Uniform replacement 

• Field rentals for soccer 

• Team travel expenses 
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• Officials for events 

• Athlete support (keeping fees lower) 

• Administrative support     

• Rebuild the fund balance since the loss of the CAL tournament 
                                                            

Ways to give: 
1. Directly to the school office (donations will be recorded and a receipt 

will be issued through the Zeffy program for tax purposes) 
2. Online at https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/2025-2026-

athletics-fundraising-campaign 
3. Use the QR code below. 
4. Visit www.ilsk-12.org and click the button on the school’s homepage 

to go to our athletic fundraiser webpage. 
5. See one of the posters on the bulletin boards around the school. 

Please share this with your community of family and friends because there is 
power in numbers.  If just 200 people give $127.50 ($10.63/month), we will 
reach our goal for this year.   
 

Donate Here! 
Thank you for your support, 
Immanuel Lutheran Church and School, Board of Education 

 
TWIN STEEPLES PODCAST Our Pastors produce a podcast which offers 

three different episodes each week. On Monday morning you can hear the 
sermon that was preached on Sunday and which aired on our local radio 
broadcast. On Wednesday they post an episode which has a devotion from a 
section in Ecclesiastes, and shares updates on things going on at Immanuel this 
week, and sometimes more. On Friday a hymn study is posted which explains 
and teaches us about one of the hymns we will be singing in church the coming 
weekend. Stay informed and instructed by listening every week. You can the 
podcast on our website, or by going to where you get your podcasts and 
searching for “Twin Steeples”. Listen here. 
 

EMAIL LIST We send out weekly emails, reminders, and memos via our email 

list. To be added, contact our church secretary at 

church@immanuelmankato.org. 

INTERESTED IN MEMBERSHIP? New classes are beginning all the time! 

Please contact our pastors at your convenience. We look forward to welcoming 

you into our family! 

 

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/2025-2026-athletics-fundraising-campaign
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/2025-2026-athletics-fundraising-campaign
http://www.ilsk-12.org/
https://twinsteeples.podbean.com/
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 SYNOD ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SYNOD CALLS Mr. Peter Reim has received the vacancy call to Our 

Redeemer’s Lutheran Church, Red Wing, MN. <> Pastor Michael Wilke of 
Gethsemane Lutheran Church, Saginaw, MI, has received the part-time call to 
Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church, Red Wing, MN. <> Pastor Cory Drehle of 
Berea Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, SD, has returned the call to Living Hope 
Lutheran Church, Appleton, WI. <> Pastor Ben Libby of Redeemer Ev. Lutheran 
Church, Cheyenne, WY, has returned the call to Messiah Lutheran Church, Eau 
Claire, WI. <> Pastor Joe Naumann of Immanuel Ev. Lutheran Church, Mankato, 
MN, has received the call to Holy Cross Ev. Lutheran Church, Phoenix, AZ. 
 

CLC MISSION HELPER TRIP 2026 The CLC Mission Helper Program is 

making preparations for another Mission Trip to Africa for the summer of 2026. 

The main focus of this trip will be presenting the Gospel, through a series of 

child evangelism lessons, to member and non-member children in village 

congregations. Possible areas of evangelism include the CLC−Tanzania, 

CLC−Kenya, CLC−Zambia, and CLC-Uganda. CLC members are welcome and 

encouraged to apply. For more information and to apply, visit 

www.mht.lutheranmissions.org. 

CLC MISSION PRAYERS Togo (West Africa) – Graduation for the three 

students at Mount Horeb Lutheran is scheduled for December 6. Missionary 

Evensen and Missionary Ohlmann will be in attendance. Pray for all the guests 

who will hear the Gospel at this event and for the ongoing outreach work to 

establish preaching stations and congregations for these new graduates to 

pastor. Head Pastor Kossi Blewu will soon resume his Gospel outreach radio 

program in Assahoun, a town about 30 minutes from the seminary. One of the 

graduates will be called to start a congregation there, since people have been 

calling to attend our services after hearing Pastor Blewu. 

 

 

 

If you have an announcement or event for next weekend's bulletin, 

please send it to Church@ImmanuelMankato.org or contact Hilary 

Lien by Friday at 10 am.  Thank you! 

 

 

http://www.mht.lutheranmissions.org/
mailto:Church@ImmanuelMankato.org
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We Thank Those Serving Us Today 
(4th Weekend of the Month) 

PASTOR Joe Naumann   DEACON Brent Schreyer 

ORGANIST Grace Schreyer   SCREEN  Schmitt   

HEAD USHER Ben Busse   ASST USHER Michael Wheaton 

USHERS Peter Busse, Jason Dick, Mark Geiger, Bernt Olmanson, Charles 

Olmanson, Andrew Olmanson, Ben Stratton, Tim Williams, Troy 

Williams 

Serving Us Next Weekend 
(1st Weekend of the Month)  

PASTOR Nathanael Mayhew  DEACON  

ORGANIST Laura Heinze   SCREEN   

HEAD USHER Austin Lien   ASST USHER Karl Friedrichs 

USHERS Mac Friedrichs, Matt Hagen, Alan Olmanson, Brent Schreyer, Philip 

Stelter, Ross Theneman, William Roettger 

COMMUNION SET UP Dick, Hoffman & Miller 

COMMUNION DISTIRUTION  

 

Pastor Joe Naumann     920-266-5386 

Pastor Nathanael Mayhew  404-729-4602 

Secretary Hilary Lien   507-345-3027 Ext 104 

Principal Rick Mariner      507-317-0805 

Secretary Amanda Harris   507-345-3027 Ext 103 
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