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Genesis 8:21 

And the Lord smelled a soothing aroma. Then the Lord said in His heart, 
“I will never again curse the ground for man’s sake, although the imagina-

tion of man’s heart is evil from his youth; nor will I again destroy every 
living thing as I have done.  

Job 1:21 

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 
And naked shall I return there. 

The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; 
Blessed be the name of the Lord.”  

Psalm 16:11 

You will show me the path of life; 
In Your presence is fullness of joy; 

At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.  

Psalm 23 

The Lord is my shepherd; 
I shall not want. 

He makes me to lie down in green pastures; 
He leads me beside the still waters. 

 

He restores my soul; 
He leads me in the paths of righteousness 

For His name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil; 

For You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
You anoint my head with oil; 

My cup runs over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

All the days of my life; 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord 

Forever. 

Psalm 24:1 

The earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, 
The world and those who dwell therein.  
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Where is this written? 

Saint Paul says in the sixth chapter of Romans, “Therefore we were buried 
with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in new-

ness of life”  (Romans 6:4). 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 

l.  What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 

It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, given to us Chris-
tians under the bread and wine to eat and to drink, as it was instituted by  

Christ Himself. 

Where is this written? 

The holy evangelists Matthew, Mark, Luke, and the apostle Paul write this 
way: “Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was betrayed, 

took bread.  And when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His 
disciples saying, ‘Take, eat.  This is my body, which is given for you.  Do 
this in remembrance of Me.’ “In the same way He took the cup, after sup-
per, gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, ‘Drink of it, all of you.  This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you for the for-
giveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 

Me.’” 

2.  What is the benefit of this eating and drinking? 

The words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us 
that God gives forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation through  

the Sacrament.  For where there is forgiveness of sins,  
there is also life and salvation. 

3.  How can simple eating and drinking do such wonderful things? 

Eating and drinking actually do nothing.  It is the words, “Given and shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins” which do this.  These words, together 

with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main part of the Sacra-
ment.  Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say: for-

giveness of sins. 

4.  When is an individual properly prepared to receive this Sacrament? 

Customs in connection with eating and clothing are indeed a fine prepara-
tion. However, a person is truly worthy and well-prepared who has faith in 
these words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.”  Who-
ever does not believe these words or doubts them is unworthy and unpre-

pared.  The words, “for you,” require nothing but believing hearts. 
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the one true faith. In this Christian Church He daily and richly for-
gives all sins to me and all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me 
and all the dead and give to me and all believers in Christ eternal life. 

This is most certainly true. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

l.  What is Baptism? 

Baptism is not just plain water.  It is water used by God’s command and 
connected with God’s Word. 

What is that word of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). 

2.  What are the benefits of Baptism? 

Baptism works the forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and the devil, 
and gives eternal salvation to all who believe, as the words and promises 

of God declare. 

What are these words and promises of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark, “He who believes and is 
baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be con-

demned” (Mark l6:l6). 

3.  How can water do such great things? 

The water doesn’t actually do anything by itself.  The power is in God’s 
Word, which is in and with the water, and in faith which trusts this Word 
of God in the water. Without the Word of God it is just plain water, and 

there is no baptism.  But with the Word of God it really is a baptism; that 
is, a gracious water of life and washing of rebirth through the Holy Spirit. 

Just as Saint Paul says in the third chapter of Titus: “According to His 
mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of 

the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we should be-

come heirs according to the hope of eternal life. This is a faithful saying . . 
.” (Titus 3:5-8). 

4.  What is the meaning of this Baptism with water? 

It means that the old Adam in us should be drowned by daily contrition 
and repentance and die with all sins and evil desires.  It also means that a 
new man should daily appear and arise, who lives eternally before God in 

righteousness and purity. 
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Psalm 118:1 

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! 
For His mercy endures forever.  

Psalm 119:105 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 

Psalm 127:3 

Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, 
The fruit of the womb is a reward.  

Proverbs 3:5-6 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
And lean not on your own understanding; 

In all your ways acknowledge Him, 
And He shall direct your paths.  

Proverbs 3:11-12 

My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, 
Nor detest His correction; 

For whom the Lord loves He corrects, 
Just as a father the son in whom he delights.  

Proverbs 13:24 

He who spares his rod hates his son, 
But he who loves him disciplines him promptly.  

Proverbs 22:1 

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, 
Loving favor rather than silver and gold.  

Matthew 1:21 

And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He 
will save His people from their sins.  

Matthew 4:10 

Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You 
shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’  

 
 

3 



 
Matthew 5:44 

But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to 
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and perse-

cute you  

Matthew 6:33 

 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 
things shall be added to you.  

Matthew 7:7 

Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will 
be opened to you.  

Matthew 11:28 

Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.  

Matthew 15:19 

For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica-
tions, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.  

Matthew 16:26 

 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his 
own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  

Matthew 18:20 

For where two or three are gathered together in My name, I am there in the 
midst of them. 

Matthew 19:6 

So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has 
joined together, let not man separate.  

Matthew 22:37-39 

Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the first and great  

commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ 
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by richly and  daily providing clothing and shoes, food and drink, 
house and home, spouse and children, land, animals, and all my prop-
erty and all I need to support this body and life.  He protects me from 
all danger.  He guards and defends me from every evil. God does all 
this because He is my good and gracious Father in heaven, not be-

cause of anything I have done to earn or deserve it. For all of this it is 
my duty to thank, praise, serve, and obey Him.  This is most certainly 

true. 

The Second Article 

(About Redemption) 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pi-

late, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third 
day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sitteth 
on the right hand of God, the Father Almighty, from thence He shall 

come to judge the quick and the dead. 

What does this mean? 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eter-
nity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and 
won me from all sin, from death, and from the power of the devil, not 
with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and His innocent 

suffering and death. 

He did this that I should be His very own, live under Him in His king-
dom, and serve Him in eternal righteousness, innocence, and joy; just 

as He is risen from death, lives and reigns in eternity. 

This is most certainly true. 

The Third Article 

(About Sanctification) 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the Holy Christian Church, the commun-
ion of saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and 

the life everlasting. Amen. 

What does this mean? 

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus 
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him. But the Holy Spirit has called me by 

the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified, and kept me in 
true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies 
the whole Christian Church on earth and keeps it with Jesus Christ in 
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The Ninth Commandment 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God that we do not sinfully desire to get our 
neighbor’s inheritance or house by a trick or in a way that appears to 
be right; but we should do everything we can to help him keep what is 

his. 

The Tenth Commandment 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his workers, nor his ani-
mals, nor anything that is your neighbor’s. 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God that we do not sinfully desire to use 
tricks or force, or do anything that might cause our neighbor to lose 

his wife, workers, or animals; but we should urge them to stay and do 
their duty. 

The Conclusion 

What does God say about all of these commandments? 

He says, “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generations of 

those who hate Me, but showing mercy to thousands of those who love 
Me and keep My commandments.” 

What does this mean? 

God threatens to punish all who do not obey these command-
ments.  Therefore, we should fear His anger and not do anything 

against what He commands.  God also promises grace and every bless-
ing to those who obey these commandments.  Therefore, we should 

love and trust Him and willingly do what He commands. 

The First Article 

(About Creation) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

What does this mean? 

I believe that God has created me and all creatures.  He has given me 
my body and life, eyes, ears, and all my bodily members, my mind, 

and all my senses and still keeps them for me. God also preserves me 
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Matthew 28:19-20 

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you al-

ways, even to the end of the age.” Amen.  

Luke 23:43 

And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with 
Me in Paradise.”  

John 1:1-3  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 

through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.  

John 3:16 

 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  

John 4:24 

God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.  

John 14:2-3 

In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place 

for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I 
am, there you may be also.  

John 14:19 

A little while longer and the world will see Me no more, but you will see 
Me. Because I live, you will live also.  

John 16:23 

And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, 
whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you.  

John 17:17 

Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 
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Acts 5:29 

But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey 
God rather than men.  

Romans 1:16 

For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to 
salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the 

Greek.  

Romans 3:23-24 

. . . for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified 
freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus . . . 

Romans 3:28 

Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the deeds 
of the law.  

Romans 5:8 

But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.  

Romans 6:23 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 7:18 

For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells; for to will 
is present with me, but how to perform what is good I do not find.  

Romans 8:1 

There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ  
Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.  

Romans 8:32 

He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?  

Romans 8:34 

 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also 
risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession 

for us.  
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The Fourth Commandment 

You shall honor your father and your mother that it may be well with 
you and you may live long on the earth. 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God that we do not despise nor anger our 
parents or superiors; but we should honor, serve, and obey them, and 

give them love and respect. 

The Fifth Commandment 

You shall not murder. 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God that we do not hurt nor harm our neigh-
bor’s body; but we should help and be a friend to him in every bodily 

need. 

The Sixth Commandment 

You shall not commit adultery. 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God that we live a pure and decent life in 
words and actions, and that husband and wife love and honor one 

another. 

The Seventh Commandment 

You shall not steal. 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God that we do not take our neighbor’s mon-
ey or possessions, nor get them in a dishonest way; but we should help 
him to improve and protect his property and way of making a living. 

The Eighth Commandment 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God that we do not tell lies about our neigh-
bor, betray him, or say anything that might ruin his good name and 

reputation; but we should defend him, speak well of him, and explain 
all his words and actions in the best possible way. 
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1 John 2:1-2 

My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And 
if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 
only but also for the whole world.  

1 John 3:15 

Whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer 
has eternal life abiding in him.  

 

*********** 
 

THE SMALL CATECHISM 

by Dr. Martin Luther 

TEN COMMANDMENTS 
 

The First Commandment 

You shall have no other gods. 

What does this mean? 

We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things. 

The Second Commandment 

You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain. 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God that we do not use His name to curse, 
swear, practice witchcraft, lie, or deceive; but we should call upon His 

name in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. 

 

The Third Commandment 

Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy. 

What does this mean? 

We should fear and love God that we do not despise His Word and the 
preaching of it; but we should regard God’s Word as holy and gladly 

hear and learn it. 
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Romans 10:17 

So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.  

Romans 12:2 

 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renew-
ing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and 

perfect will of God.  

Romans 12:10 

Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving 
preference to one another;  

Romans 13:1 

Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no  
authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by 

God.  

Romans 16:17 

Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, 
contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.  

1 Corinthians 3:11 

 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.  

1 Corinthians 10:13 

No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but 
God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are 

able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you 
may be able to bear it.  

1 Corinthians 10:31 

 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God.  

1 Corinthians 11:23-25 

For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the 
Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My 

body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” In the same 
manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new 

covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
Me.”  7 



1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade 
itself, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is 
not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in 

the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.  

2 Corinthians 9:7 

So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of ne-
cessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.  

2 Corinthians 13:14 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.  

Ephesians 5:22-23 

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is 
head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior 

of the body.  

Ephesians 5:25 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 
Himself for her. 

Ephesians 6:1 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  

Philippians 4:6-7 

 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of 

God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.  

Colossians 3:16-17 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 

with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through Him.  

 

 

8 

1 Timothy 6:6-8 

Now godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing 
into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food 

and clothing, with these we shall be content.  

Hebrews 4:12 

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints 

and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

Hebrews 10:25 

not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of 
some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day 

approaching.  

Hebrews 12:11 

Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; never-
theless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those 

who have been trained by it.  

James 1:17 

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down 
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of 

turning.  

1 Peter 3:15 

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a 
defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, 

with meekness and fear; 

1 Peter 5:7 

casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.  

1 John 1:7 

But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all 

sin.  
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